TLL Assignment
The goal of this assignment is to conduct a small-scale research study into some aspect of language learning related to the content of the TLL course. The research will probably not be conducted under classroom conditions, but is more likely to involve small surveys or interventions with other postgraduate students in SoLA.

Examples of the types of research required include:

· a small-scale survey of the socioaffective strategies MA students use when cooperating with peers

· a mini-investigation of the primacy and recency effects in remembering a list of ten words

· an introspective exploration of how MA students 'discover' the meaning of unknown technical terms

· a brief comparison of two methods of measuring reflective depth in a journal entry

The research should not require large numbers of subjects, long time periods for data collection, or extensive development of instruments and materials. The complete research procedures should involve a maximum of 2 weeks' work. The TLL tutors are available for consultations on topics and research design.

The product for the assignment is a short research article including a brief literature review, a rationale, description of the research methodology, report of findings, and a concise discussion. The expected length is 2,000-3,000 words.

Assessment
The completed assignments will be assessed on the following criteria:

	Research design (30%)
	· Appropriacy to topic

· Ensuring quality of research

	Foundations and justifications (50%)
	· Strength of arguments concerning topic

· Justification of decisions

· Coherence between sections

	Overall quality (20%)
	· Originality, interest and usability


Marking guidelines

	
	Low quality
	Medium quality
	High quality

	Appropriacy to topic (10%)
	Research design does not appear matched to topic
	Research design is generally appropriate but further modifications would be useful
	Research is designed and adapted specifically for topic

	Ensuring quality of research (20%)
	Minor attempts to maximise validity and/or reliability
	Reasonable attempts to maximise validity and/or reliability
	Clear evidence of attempts to maximise validity and/or reliability

	Strength of arguments (20%)
	Poor arguments and missing key information
	Reasonable arguments (and not a list) covering most points
	Persuasive arguments with good coverage

	Justification of decisions (20%)
	Decisions made without reasons
	Some decisions are justified
	Persuasive clear reasons given for decisions

	Coherence between sections (10%)
	Little or no relationship between sections with information in one section not informing others
	Research fits as a whole but links between sections could be strengthened
	Clear evidence of information from one section informing the content of other sections

	Originality etc. (20%)
	Research is not particularly original, interesting or usable
	Research is interesting and has applications, but may not be original
	Research is interesting and has some originality and clear applications


Outline of writing

1. Introduction (why you want to do it, its significance in relation to your interest, problems you are facing or observing)

2. Literature reviews
3. The study (context, subjects, methodology)
4. Discussion and implications
